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By: Carlos A. Valle
Poverty was the common link of all the first
'colonos' that came to ttre Galápagos islands with the
wish offulfilling the simple dreamof getting enough
food to the table of their stawing families. At that
time, the 'patriotic'philosophy was, "go there, and...
haga Patria, clean up the land, get rid of the weeds,
plant whatever you want, and. .. that will be your land".
Why can't that philosophy hotd any more? Simply
because, apart from the patriotic attitude, everything
about it is wrong.
To understand this we have to realize that the
Galápagos, like therest of Ecuador, has an economy
based on its natural resources, and that an intelligent
use of them is our only way of ensuring our future as
a country, as a community, and as a family. There-
fore, there is no need for a complicated model of the
economy to convince one that it is unwise to allow
the predatory exploitations of natural resources that
have been made in the Galápagos Islands in the last
decades.
For example, continued exploitations of sharks,
and more recently, of sea cucumbers (pepinos del
mar), can have only one outcome, and nobody has to
be a prophet to foresee it: unjustified destruction and
even more poverty. Hundreds, and perhaps thou-
sands, of Ecuadorians could get a glimpse of an
ephemeral paradise brought by a sudden short-lived
economic opportunity and illusory prosperity, but at
the price of tomorrow's misery. That is the most
likely story the sorry story for the poor, but by that
time the entrepreneur who promoted it will be gone,
his pockets full, and here we will still be, even poorer
than before. We would have undermined our own
future, a future that we could achieve by protecting
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our resources and demanding an ecologically sus-
tainable use. Thatis thereason whyconservationists,
including myself, have been frghting a 'wa¡'appar-
ently against our own people, instead of adopting the
easier position of jumping into a political arena to
defend the galapaguenos' rights to destroy their own
future.
Therefore, the 'victory for the conservationists'
as recently described by Godfrey Merlen (Noticias
de Galápagos 1993), means not only that endemic
rice rats have been protected once again 
- 
although
they have an inherent right to survive 
- 
it means the
only future for Galapaguenos and other Ecuadorians
has been ensured once again. We also have avoided
the shame of an irresponsible action, which interna-
tionally can harm the Country 's political and economic
trust. Thus, rather than an endeavor of an 'eccentric
elite' (Merlen 1993), we should understand that an
ecological protection of the Galápagos Islands may
be our only hope for the future.
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